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70’8 0|3 (Amendment History)
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e General language and phrasing for clarity

¢ Document formatting and layout

e Integration of Standards-related VR Procedure and CAR-related VR
Procedure

e General processing timelines and use of calendar days in all timelines
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e Annex2-CAR VR Process
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1. 27l (ntroduction)

The Aquaculture Stewardship Council (ASC) is an independent, not-for-profit organisation that
operates a voluntary, independent third-party certification and labelling programme based on a
scientifically robust set of standards. The ASC standards define criteria designed to help transform
the aguaculture sector towards environmental sustainability and social responsibility, as per the ASC
Mission.

ASC 2| H|H Asc vision

A world where aquaculture plays a major role in supplying food and social benefits for humanity
whilst minimising negative impacts on the environment.

ASC 2| AHH Asc Mission

OH

Y HHOIM 7HKE EE0te 28802 AY HAHLISS AFESH0] SAIYS 2tEXC 2
K| £7bsot Aol MY Qe & ML o
To transform aquaculture towards environmental sustainability and social responsibility using

efficient market mechanisms that create value across the chain.

ASC 2| VR ZEX} (Asc variance Request Process)

Hefd 77| 2(CAB)2 &2fel o= E FotHAM ASC 27 A EE, 215 B aF
AFRUoC] & QIF W QI 2FALEHCAR)S K| Mo WA ZH0F st Ao
HHY o US| olget @FE si{Zst7| fI8i ASC= VR(Variance Request) Z2AMAS

INLHELICH 2 2Y EFS X M0 ShAH =™St= A2 ISEAL(International Social and
Environmental Accreditation and Labeling Alliance) =& Atedl #80f 2t 5{&E LTt VR
TZMAEASCO BEx A HAIQFASCO| CAR ZHE U 7HY Axtz HZAEL|CH BE VR
ASC Q7 Ao THE B = 7HE S0l ZetE|=X| I7tE|Of & AL o,

Document Name: ASC Variance Request Procedure Document ID: ASC-PRC-003 Date issued: 15/10/2020

Technical and Operations Support . .
Document Owner: MEoeoar Version: 21 Last reviewed: 04/01/2024

Classification: EXTERNAL (PUBLIC) Page 5 of 26



Aquaculture Stewardship Council

SEHEE BESY| sk, 22 VR ASC VR A 84 S350l S7HE LT

Conformity Assessment Bodies (CAB) may encounter a situation where an adaptation of ASC
Requirements (Standards, Requirements of the Unit of Certification [RUoC] or Certification and
Accreditation Requirements [CAR]) to a local context is required, whilst adhering to the original
intent. To address this need, ASC has developed a Variance Request (VR) Process. Adapting a global
standard to a local context is permitted under the International Social and Environmental
Accreditation and Labelling Alliance (ISEAL) Codes of Good Practice. The VR Process is connected to
ASC's Standard Setting Procedure and ASC’s CAR Development and Revision Procedure. All VRs will
be evaluated for inclusion during the development or revision of ASC Requirements.

To ensure transparency, all VRs are publicly available on the ASC's Variance Request and
Interpretation Platform.

2. =X (Purpose)

= 2XOIM= VR Mz, M2, AAl BHASE e 2L D BE 238 VR 3R0=
Of3| 2tAAL TEMS N2{st= A0| ZatE Lt of EXt= Z& VR 0] Ytel Aoz

i
Me|eld 27 =5t WY E Jtsote s 2L

-

This procedure outlines the steps for submission, processing, and the publishing of VRs. For
standards-related VRs, this includes the consideration of any received stakeholder feedback. The
procedure ensures that all VRs are processed in a consistent manner and that outcomes are clear
and replicable.

3. Q| (Scope)

O] EXte Q1B ERA 5= CABOf| ME25%|= ASC #Z, ASC CAR % RUoC(CAR) &0 2t
D= VRO HEEL|CE

This procedure applies to VRs regarding ASC's standards, ASC CAR and RUoC (CAR)applicable to
certificate holders or CABs.

»

T2 Y (Effective Date)
2 HXE 2024 91 4L 2 H B L|CH

The procedure will be effective from 4 Jan 2024.
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5. &H ZA (Supporting Documents)

e ASC Standards

e ASC Certification and Accreditation Reguirements (CAR)

e ASC Requirements for Unit of Certification (RUoQC)

e VR Committee Terms of Reference (TOR)

e ASC Standard Setting Procedure

e ASC Certification and Accreditation (CAR); Development, Revision, Approval
and Communication Procedure

e ASC Privacy Policy

e ASC GDPR Data Protection Policy
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20| 9 HO| (Terms and Definitions)
Ol Mo H& 7tsot Hol= ASCe| 80| E 3 Sl = Mz & LT

= 2A0 =52 282 EHEs VEeE T

ot

r

Ct.

The definitions applicable to this document are also available through ASC's Vocabulary Portal.

All timelines listed in this procedure are expressed as calendar days.

Variance 2of 0|z S F4EPIM ASC 2T AFES DR HX| Ao 2|
Request

Request to adapt an ASC requirement to a unique local circumstance
whilst adhering to the original intent.

VR Applicant (CAB)

st Bl M (Roles and Responsibilities)

18
of
0
o

Responsibility

Conformity Assessment Body (CAB) responsible for submitting a VR
using the ASC Variance Request and Interpretation Platform and for
following this Procedure.

VR ?[& 2| VR, B2 e AE 28 WE MYO0| ASLIEE VR &=

VR Committee

TEHS VR

o
ot
40
0o
>
oot
-
O
z
=2
I
ne
n
<
¥0
ol
-
In)

Responsible for making the decision to approve, not approve or decline a
VR. The VR Committee members are listed in the VR Committee Terms
of Reference (TOR).

= S A

Aquaculture 0| MAIE W21 BI0|EE Mo ULC,
Stewardship
Council (ASC) Responsible for following and updating this procedure.
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I'"E 5'&' "'éiél B.'T"Al‘ac-,l' (Submission and Formulation

Requirements)

81 VR 2 MyASC W] VR & s ZE(VR EE)S Sl CAB Of 2/si X|Ex|0{oF
Lk
VRs shall be submitted by the CAB via the MyASC Variance Request and Interpretation
Platform (the VR Platform).

82 CAB 2 VR EAUES =5t Mz2 2FE M=5t7| Hof| FAtet vR 0] 00|
Nelz|RAe=X] 2elsior gLt cAB 2 s X0 2% FFEe 42 dA
BEOMOM O|F0| S2IE VR 2 XY = USLICH
The CAB shall check the VR Platform to determine if a similar VR has already been processed
prior to submitting a new request. The CAB may reference the previously approved VR in the
audit report if all the following conditions are met:

821 XY E=Xu U QTN ZTE Y £ XH HD 7 HE Y= O 20
A S0l VR R0l £ot= 2[4 EM HE M S LSHA FX|E LT
The clause or indicator and requirement wording remains the same in the most
recent document version that is under the scope of the VR, regardless of if the clause
or indicator number has changed.

8.22 O[O 52l& VR 2 0| &AM HTM =E[AHL HEE M=2 Z0|L}
X 2|k = X7 @7 APt B[ AL SS5HA| pE Lt
The previously approved VR does not contradict or conflict with a new clause or
indicator intent or indicator requirement introduced or altered in the later document
version.

8.23 O[O 52 & VR Ol=H& 7tsdE HMetote =710] &L T
There are no conditions in the previously approved VR that limit the applicability of:
o AA} Audit
o Mgt EIM7|tcaB
o OlIF F7| certification cycle
o OIZM E KX} certificate holder
o X2[H HE Geographical scope
o A 7] production cycle
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8.2.4

8.25

83 Z=VR

8.3.1

8.3.2

8.3.3

Document Name:
Document Owner:

Classification:

Aquaculture Stewardship Council

@) .
= —r| Time range

ol
—

ol

TH2| Unit of Certification (UoC)

20
o

VR O] & A5 L

The VR has been approved.

n OF A
=2 =

—

VR O] S22 & Xl LI Ch.

The VR is not archived.

X‘"%% Ef%% [[|'E|'O|: _‘.ZF |—| |-_—|'. All VR submissions shall:

VR O] ASC & T+ T ot 2t =l 42 VR O] CAR If & El AL,
CH 2% 7|F 9| X|E ot 2t £|O{OF ThL|C,

Be related to Indicator(s) from a single Criterion of a Principle; if the VR is related to
an ASC standard, or a single clause; if the VR is related to the CAR.

St
=1

HEC A

. —

| C52l X

o

s

ol

s Zedolof 2L

rir

Include only necessary supporting evidence that shall:

.

pSke)

o

PN DS
A

Yo|= HSILL YoiZ RYE

=2
=

S{OF 2L Ct.

VR Off 2l

ASCE= VRS
Be in English or have a summary written in English.

Be clear, concise with a defined link to the VR.

Be made public with the VR by ASC.
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Aquaculture Stewardship Council

8.3.3.1 ASCO| /|9 HE S 5! ASC 2| GDPR O|O|H E= HxH0f Ho| =
CHE 7H HE = 57

£
o JE20= o7t HE8E & ASLICH

Exceptions may be made for personal or proprietary information as defined in
ASC's Privacy Policy and ASC's GDPR Data Protection Policy.

8.33.2 7|2 FE2 242 ME=0| Zet=(0{0rotH £EF IS ?IH VR = S
S7HE LT

A summary of the confidential information shall be included in the submission
and made public with the VR for transparency.

8.3.4 ASC O£ 215 tH2[(UoC) &= O B E AHSIEE QXL CAB 7H A 7| gt

SRS ARSS SASY| I3 Al ZX| 2012 R ESIX| ofo} SHLiCh

Not request ASC to decide compliance of a Unit of Certification (UoC) nor request
approval of a corrective action to close a non-conformity raised by a CAB.

8.3.5 VR O] ARt HHEHE|O| U=X| O{FE LIEFH LT}
Indicate if the VR is related to an audit.
8.3.6 2HO| VR H LHO|M ASC 27 AtE2| | =& O EH &FSH=X] EAIL|C

Indicate how the request meets the intent of the ASC requirement under the scope
of the VR.

8.3.7 ¥ FES LEILM K.
Indicate the type of request:

o YHEOS KO Q7 Aletof LIEE YYEC Y LES Z2E5IEE
X

Variance in methodology: Request to utilise an alternative methodology than what is
listed in the requirement.

o Q7ANE YA KO UM 5F &7 28 2F

=
Variance in requirement threshold: Request to utilise an alternative metric.
o 7|Eh HHEOILt 27 At LAIZta 2EEX| 2 2F

Variance — other: Requests not related to methodology or requirement thresholds.
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8.3.8 VR= ol MCtel MERHQE LIEHHLICE

Indicate a proposed scope of applicability for the VR.

For initial audits, VRs may be submitted as soon as the CAB has reviewed and accepted
the UoC application to enter the ASC certification programme.

o Z[E =TT AL 2 CAB 2 3 UoC Off Ciet dAF 212 = 28 & O|L{i0f

For initial or re-certification audits, CABs should aim to submit VRs within 28 days after
the completion of the audit for the relevant UoC.

e VR T QASBERI(UoQ)0] Cliet 215 7| & M =X MEY 5= ASLC
VRs may be submitted at any point during the certification cycle for the relevant UoC.

8.5 CAR Zt#H VR 2 9K EX| M= 7ts&L|C.

CAR-related VRs may be submitted at any time.

8.6 CAB 2 ASC 9| CAROf| 7|=5l CHE 2 & §Xgt U 215 27 €™2 AlE E=clof
ehL|

CABs shall continue to adhere to all non-conformity and certification decision timelines
as outlined in ASC's CAR.

9. AMAI BIA L] VR EXE (VR Reference in Audit Reports)

9.1 VRPIEEC ZES V|G MESS et ZE VR 2 =0 S 2T A 2O MO
VR HZ 2 X |0 OF StL|C,

All VRs, including submissions awaiting a decision by the VR Committee, shall be referenced
by VR number in the draft and final audit report.
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OF

10. WH HE (Administrative Review)

101 HE= Y+ =5 2 0|0 ASC = VR O tiet X AEE OrF2|gfLCt

Within five days of receipt of the submission, ASC will conclude an Administrative Review of

the VR.
10.2 & AEOM= 44 80 et VR HEE22 &= (R E Bt

The Administrative Review will evaluate the compliance of the VR submission as per Section 8.

10.3 VR O| MM 8 2 =41 X| £}

rir
oY

2 ASC = CAB 0| 24 0|fE SETLICL

If a VR fails to comply with Section 8, ASC will notify the CAB of the reasons for the failure.

10.3.1 CAB = HE=S #8050 LA M3 & ASLICH
The CAB may revise the submission and re-submit.

10.3.1.1 =H™E VR 2 14 & O|LHO| CtA| M=o ot QX 2™ VR Of
HEE0f B2 ELCH

The revised VR must be re-submitted within 14 days, or the VR will be closed as
declined.

10.3.2 ASC = =™ & VR

o

M43 35 Y olLfol X7t #Y HES PRBLC

ASC will complete another Administrative Review within five days of receipt of the
revised VR.

1033 =HE VRO| M 82 E4oX| f= 4R ASC= VRS AZE5tL S=ELCL
If the revised VR does not comply with Section 8, ASC will close and decline the VR.
10.4 CAB 0| 14 2 O|L{0f VR S $H31X| 7|2 ZHsIB VR & HRE (|2 ZREL|CH
If the CAB chooses not to revise the VR within the 14 days, the VR will be closed as declined.
105 Y HEI JSHoZ 2l £ 2 & O[O ASC = LS T LI
Within two days of successful completion of Administrative Review, ASC will:

e ASCVR Z21Z0] VR AA|

o Al NS CABO| E
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e VR7Z[E= AE 24|

o VRO[ASC &1} 2HEEl B2 OS2 Ao A &

e Publish the VR on the ASC VR Platform
e Send confirmation of publication to the CAB

e Begin Technical Review of the VR

Notify stakeholders if the VR relates to an ASC Standard

N. O[sfEAIX TEW - 7|5 HE & EE &#T VR

(Stakeholder Feedback - Standards-related VRs in Technical Review)

N1 7|& 4E0 £0{7h= VR Of Cfet YES o™ O 2tA K= ASC 0 SF5H0f
gL Ct,

Stakeholders must register with ASC to receive notification regarding VRs entering technical
review.

N.2 O[S 2tA X}t D] =80 = Cr=2| At Mg E LT}
Stakeholder feedback shall:

e 7z 4E ¥3 = 14 O|Ljof| §=E LTk

e ASC HALO|EO|AM VRO| SV =

o MU00 Mt AFH HE

i

20}0F 3

-

e Be received within 14 days of notification of Technical Review.
e Reference publicly accessible information.

e Shall be in English or a written summary of each piece of evidence shall be included in the
submission in English.

e Be made publicly available with the VR on ASC's website.

Be subject to Administrative Review as per Section 10.
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7|2 BE (Technical Review)

121 #F 2E VR 2| 7|z HE A O[5 2tAXt T E#2 ASC O|M A= MM 70.4 O
[[I.E_l. Z:_I EH 21« ol EO|- xl_/.\_EI |_| |:|-‘
Technical Review of a standards-related VR and any stakeholder feedback will be conducted
by ASC and will last for up to 21 days following Section 10.4.
122 CAR 22 VR Q| 7|& AE= ASC O|M = E|0{ M4 10.4 0f a2t ZCf 14 Y =2t
NE =y
Technical Review of a CAR-related VR will be conducted by ASC and will last for up to 14 days
following Section 10.4.
123 ASC = 7|2 ZEE &2A=317| s cAB O 7t EE 28 = UASLICL
ASC may request additional information from the CAB to complete the Technical Review.
1231 CAB 2 Q¥ E 7 HEE 14 & O|Ljofl X|S3HOF g L.
The CAB shall provide the requested additional information within 14 days.
123.1.1 CAB 2 ASC O =7t §E&E HMSdt7| fIsh 7 & HYE 8L +
UG L L.
The CAB may request a 7-day extension to provide this additional information
to ASC.
12302 7 € A @2 M31231 2] 7|14 & 7[7t0| Z=2E|7] T0j| ASC Of
M= 0{OF LTt
The 7-day extension request shall be received by ASC prior to the initial 14-day
period in Section 12.3.1 has ended.
12.3.2 ASC 7h14 2 O|L{0fl RFE F7t YEE X ZSHALL =717 & A QE S
X 2= 2 VR 2 AL S L
If ASC does not receive the requested additional information within 14 days or receive
an extension request of an additional seven days, the VR will be closed and declined.
12.3.3 ASC 7} 7 & A% 7|ZF LHol| 2%t =7t SEE &X| ZSHH VR O] AZ KD
Sz E L
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Aquaculture Stewardship Council
If ASC does not receive the requested additional information within the 7-day
extension period, the VR will be closed and declined.

=AM

T

m|m
FQI

12.4 ASC 7t MM 1231 2 €7F0 2t CAB E2H Q8= F7I FE B ASC =

=il =7 L Oo|Uol 7| HES 2 LIC

If ASC receives the requested additional information from the CAB in accordance with the
timeline in Section 12.3.1, ASC will conclude the Technical Review within seven days of receipt.

125 F7tHEE MM 83 of w2t 74 E Lt

Additional information will be made publicly available as per Section 8.3.

13. VR A3 27 - VR HIOAFS (Presentation to the VR
Committee - VR Recommendations)
131 ASC = VR 232 25 VR I ¥2/0| BtZ F StLE FHELIL
ASC will recommend one of the following to the VR Committee for the VR Decision:
o S -ASC 27 A0 Tt Xo[off Biet =2|& 2747t RUbt= Hl SR L .
To Approve — Agree that there is a rationale for a variance against the ASC requirement.

HISQl - ASC 27 AFOf Tt XHo[of| Bieh =2|& 277} QU= | HlS2lgfL t

To not Approve — Do not agree that there is a rationale for a variance against the ASC
requirement.

°
am
oz

d

|z A2 ol - 25 2h8 VRO et AE Atets Afdote O 2a0t 27t A

MO

O
PARES] =2t 712X el oA,

°
OF

I

r

e To conduct Targeted Technical Consultation — Further technical input from experts and
stakeholders required to make a recommendation on a Standards-related VR.

o HE-VRAYO| RS el 52l o5 28 Z7t gl

e To Decline — Variance request is not required, no decision to approve or not approve.
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14. VR 2|0 27l - EE&3 VR (Presentation to VR
Committee — Standards-related VRS)

141 ASC = VR 982l 7|& A& 7|Zt0| 22 WA VR 45 S4=te AYLICH VR
=40l Chg0| ZeE Lt

ASC will formulate a VR Analysis by the end of the Technical Review period for the VR
Committee. The VR Analysis will include the following:

ol Hlsel AE =

PR

0>
n

Ed7s 4 +¢

fjo
=]

k<l |_| |:|~.

=

[ ]
of>
rr

¢ Recommendation to approve, not approve, decline or to conduct targeted technical
consultation.

o« HI

i

et 2A
e Rationale for the recommendation.

e VRO 5QI0| #EE=ZBFVRHYE 7Is4.

or

e VR applicability if the recommendation is to approve the VR.
R WER

e Any received stakeholder feedback.

o)l

==

re
OH

.

SHEO| VR 2

Ml

e VR

e Draft publication of the VR decision for the VR Platform.

mjo
rio

142 ASC = 7|2 AdE7IEH Z 3 2 O|Lof VR B OALSHO| ZEHEl VR 2M 8 VR & 230

CR= 1N

ASC will send the VR Analysis with the VR Recommendation to the VR Committee within three
days of the conclusion of the Technical Review.
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15. VR {320 27 - CAR &&= VR (Presentation to VR
Committee — CAR-related VRS)

151 7|lE 4E 82 Las Z25t= VR /22 E ?leh VR 245 SH =L CH

The Technical Review team will formulate a VR Analysis for the VR Committee which wiill
include the following:

ol

Ly

H

ol

| -
Ol L A

[}
ol
nz
=l

|_

¢ Recommendation to approve, not approve or decline.

e Rationale for the recommendation.

1=

e VRSQO| HIEE ZBRVRAYE Vtsd

ol

e VR applicability if the recommendation is to approve the VR.

16. VR A78 (VR Decision)

16.1 VR ?{#H%|=14 & O[L{0f VR M aALeS 2HRI5HAH LT =7 L Tt
The VR Committee will confirm or revise the VR Recommendation within 14 days.

16.2 VR {27l 7t YEE Q= 42 ASC & MM 123 o B LH™of et
L

If the VR Committee requests additional information, ASC will proceed as per the timelines
established in Section 12.3.
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17. 578 7|= XI& - E=&TH VR (Targeted Technical
Consultation — Standards-related VRs)
170 MM1e10f et vk 3|7 Qs A2 ASC £ £ 7|& XAHE(TTC)2 HTtL

If accepted by the VR Committee as per Section 16.1, targeted technical consultation (TTC) will
be coordinated by ASC.

17.2 TTC = VR ¥ #2|2| Sl = 7 & O[L{Off A|=fE LI
TTC will begin within seven days of confirmation by the VR Committee.
17.3 TTC = (0 21 & S X[ L& L.
TTC will last for up to 21 days.
17.4 ASC = TTC & ?I8ll Ct= Argds dEe Lo
ASC will notify the following for TTC:
o MM 110] M2t SEE O[S R X}
e Registered stakeholders under Section 11.
o AIMO| JbE AT MAF B IDMO| SEE O[S R X}
e Stakeholders listed in the facility’s most recent audit report.

o ASCO| Ao et H ot 7|Ef Ol kA At

e Other stakeholders as necessary at ASC's discretion.
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17.6

17.7

18.
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o

ASCETICEE 27 O|LH0| FHM 7|= AEE /S| TTCEZEH &2 Z = o| =4
gLt

ASC will compile all received feedback from the TTC for a second Technical Review within seven
days of the TTC ending.

ASC ETIEH 2MEWe 37 0|0 & BT 7| HES OhRalstn VR U USIE
SIeh & HI VR 242 S

ASC will conclude the second Technical Review and formulate a second VR Analysis for the VR
Committee within seven days of receiving the feedback document.

17.6.1 VR 240|= MM 14 O IHE B = FYEQTTC L =8 FM7F ZLbE LT

The VR Analysis will include all information as per Section 14 as well as the TTC
feedback document.

VR Pl #2l= Md 16 of et VR AaAteS 2HRI5HA L 2 = L T,

The VR Committee will confirm or revise the VR Recommendation as per Section 16.

VR ZA™ AE AlA| (VR Decision Publication)

181 ASC = VR RI¥2Z28H %T VR 282 &2 £ 3 & O|Ujo] EAZF0 VR 2EE
AASIA VR & BRE 2RFEL L O AAZ0|= CH30| = E LT}

Within three days of ASC receiving the final VR decision from the VR Committee, ASC will
publish the VR decision on the Platform and categorise the VR as closed. This publication will
include:

e VREQ, OS5 EEHE 20 Ciet 2

e The decision on whether the VR is approved, not approved, or declined.

e VRZZEL =28 ZA

e The rationale behind the VR decision.

e VRO|SQE R VRHEISH

e The VR applicability if the VR is approved

e VRO|ASC #EI 2HE El H2 O 2hAX} o] =4

e Any stakeholder feedback if the VR relates to an ASC standard.
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e VRO|ASC BEZEI} = B, TTC IO Y=l =4y

18.2 VRO| Z2E [, ASC= O|H| Y2 T3 Atets HEELCH

When a VR is closed, ASC will notify the following via e-mail:

o ASCO| DE=S M=t 2= Ol 2tA AL

e All stakeholders that submitted feedback to ASC.
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VRAUAHE E= =™ 9 - EF 2 VR (Requests for VR

Extension or Modification — Standards-related VRS)

19.1 CAB2 SQE VRS =8 A 7|7t AY 2EE vr@asc-aqua.org £ O|H S S5l
ASCO| Mz = A&
CABs may submit modification or time range extension requests of an approved VR to ASC via
vr@asc-aqua.org email.
19.2 ASC= VR EE2| & 280 VR g% = =8 ¥ 2 AL
ASC will publish VR extension or modification requests in the original request on the VR
Platform.
19.3 ASC= & BXe| XNg| thAl 8! L7F0of et of2{et @S g AYLCL
ASC will consider these requests in accordance with the processing steps and timelines in this
Procedure.
19.4 ASC= M4 11 0f 2t OS2t AKX A VR 2| A = =8 2F S LELCL
ASC will notify stakeholders of VR extension or modification requests as per Section 11.
19.5 ASC= & VRt £ EHC= [HE 82 /AESIL, CABO| MEZ22 VR =2 St &
HY LT}
ASC will decline requests that substantially vary from the original VR and encourage the CAB
to create a new VR submission.
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20. VR 9| E &t Y 7|F (Archiving of VRs)

20.1 W™= BEF E= CARO| 2R &M ASC = O O|AF ME2L|X| e YRS EabgL|C},

<

When revised Standards or CAR become effective, ASC will archive VRs that are no longer
applicable.

20.2 22 ZE2MAE 8O[SHA 57| s ASC = ME|E VRS MM 820 LIZE 7|&E1t
H ot L LY.

To facilitate the archiving process, ASC will compare the processed VRs against the criteria
listed in Section 8.2.

20.3 ASC= VRO| E22 [ CAB Off ELILCH.
ASC will notify CABs when a VR is archived.

20.4 CAB 2 VR B2 X 0|F X0 £= X|F MAF E MO QI8E VR 2 & Zs|A= O
ElL|Ct

CABs shall not reference archived VRs in draft or final audit reports after the VR archive date.

21. CQIEF A9l O|H™ (Transfer of Certificates)

211 VRZZO| EF B2 S AT MIICHE CAB 2 0| E|= B2 ASC £ VR XNZIE FA|

If a certificate is transferred to another CAB while a VR decision is pending, ASC will
immediately halt the VR processing and close the VR as declined.

212 O|F 22 CAB 2 & EA0f| 2t VR & CHA| MiEE &= ASL L
The succeeding CAB may re-submit the VR in accordance with this Procedure.

2121 CHA| MEZE VR 2 = ZAHo| 2 E thAR 2780 el ASC Ol M A afE Lt

The re-submitted VR will be processed by ASC in accordance with the steps and
timelines established in this Procedure.
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22. VR 2| H3| (withdrawal of VRs)

80| wat VR ZFO| HAIE7| Mo AXEX| VR MES AgXez

The CAB may voluntarily withdraw a VR submission at any time before a VR Decision is
published as per Section 18.

22.2 H3|E 7t5% 3t ZA| vr@asc-aqua.org O|H Y-S S5} ASC Off ™= E|0{OF L},

Withdrawals shall be communicated to ASC via vr@asc-aqua.org email as soon as possible.

23. O[ai AR o - EEHH VR (Stakeholder

Engagement — Standards-related VRs)

231 Oloi&tAHR= 52l & VRO CHet T E8S X=X ACH Mz =+ ASLIC
Stakeholders may submit feedback on an approved VR to ASC at any time.

23.2 O TAH X LS MM 100f wh2t X ZHE0| thAto| ElL|ch

Stakeholder feedback shall be subject to Administrative Review as per Section 10.

23.3 ASC = O[Sl 2AXZRH 22 DE#MS 7[Be= SAM=X] VR o] H& 7tsd0|Lt
S WEMY & AS LI

ASC may re-evaluate the applicability or approval of a VR at any time based on feedback
received from stakeholders.

23.4 ASC7tVRE MEIIS= AR ASC= 3 L O|L|Of| ’I2f VRS XMESH CABO| 2 LIES
|.

If ASC re-evaluates a VR, ASC will communicate the decision to the CAB that originally
submitted the VR within three days.

23.41 S2E VR o MBI = EAo| 2 AL 2o M2l AsC oM
A 2| gL L.

The re-evaluation of an approved VR will be processed by ASC in accordance with the
steps and timelines established in this Procedure.
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BE 1l (Appendix Il) - CAR & VR X 2| "X} (Flowchart of CAR-related VR Process)
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