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The Aquaculture Stewardship Council (ASC) is an independent, not-for-profit organisation
established in 2010 to set and operate global standards for responsible aquaculture. Certified farmed
products are promoted to consumers through the use of its logo. The aquaculture industry is growing
strongly and is already supplying more than half of all seafood consumed worldwide. This growing
demand increases the environmental and social footprint associated with the industry. The ASC
certification and labelling programme incentivises improved farming practices by promoting the
benefits of responsibly farmed seafood and encourages industry to work towards environmental
sustainability and social responsibility. ASC works globally with aquaculture producers, seafood
processors, retail and foodservice companies, scientists, conservation groups and the public to
promote the best environmental and social choice in farmed seafood. All of the ASC's standards have
been developed following the ISEAL Codes of Good Practice and the United Nations Food and
Agriculture Organization (FAO) Technical Guidelines on Aguaculture Certification.
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The vision of the ASC is a world where aquaculture plays a major role in supplying food and social

benefits for humanity whilst minimising negative impacts on the environment.
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The mission of the ASC is to transform aquaculture towards environmental sustainability and social
responsibility using efficient market mechanisms that create value across the chain.

SlA 28 (Question for Interpretation)

OISM 2LQXt MetM HIH7|2H("CAB"), ASC 7t X| -t QI 7| &2l "ASI"(Assurance Services
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Certificate holders, Conformity Assessment Bodies (“CABs"), ASC's appointed accreditation body
Assurance Services International (“ASI") and stakeholders may encounter a situation where an
interpretation of the language and/or the intent of an indicator or a requirement is needed. To
address this need, ASC has developed the Question for Interpretation (“QA”") process. The QA process
is connected to ASC’'s Standard Setting and ASC's Certification and Accreditation Requirements
(“CAR") Development and Revision procedures. Interpretations provide temporary additional
guidance and information between revisions to programme documents. All interpretations will be
evaluated for inclusion during the development of new standards or the review and revision of
existing standards or the CAR.

To ensure transparency, all QAs are publicly available on the ASC's Variance Request and
Interpretation Platform.

2. =X (Purpose)
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This procedure outlines the steps for submission, processing, and publishing of QAs. The procedure
ensures that all QAs are processed in a consistent manner and that the outcomes are clear and
replicable.
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3. 2P| (scope)

O] @Xt= ASC HE, ASCCAR A QIEM ERAHEE= CABO| HE L= 7[Ef 7 Atefu 2t =
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OBl Y: vr@asc-aqua.org(OISHE AKX} EE= QIS M BER X M EC| ER)E Sof M EE LT

This procedure applies to QAs regarding the ASC's standards, ASC CAR and other requirements
applicable to certificate holders or CABs. These QAs are submitted via the ASC's Variance Request

and Interpretation Platform (for ASC, CAB and ASI submissions) or via e-mail: vr@asc-aqua.org (for
stakeholder or certificate holder submissions).

4. 72 %Y (Effective Date)
O] Xtz 2021E 12 E 15 Y2 H A[HEL|CE

The procedure will be effective from 15 December 2021.

5. HXEM (Referenced Documents)

32 Not Applicable.

6. &0 % Ho (Terms and Definitions)

9| Definition

UK} Days ASC =AZE @I X[et = 7HHIERIE)o HELl= 2723
LHEFEH LT

Refers to working days applicable to the country of the ASC Head Office
(The Netherlands).
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Aguaculture Stewardship Council (“ASC”") — Responsible for following and updating this
procedure, administrative processing, issuing QAs, and publishing QAs.

7.2 SiA AHALE QI8 HE(UHERY) - SN B/

—

, O|5f 2tAXt, CAB EE= ASI=

= =
O] AXtof| 2HE ZENAE ARSI ShA 2d8 AEELCH
Question for Interpretation Applicant (“Applicant”) — Certificate holder, Stakeholder, CAB
or ASI submitting a Question for Interpretation using the process as described in this
procedure.
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7.3 S{AS Ot 7| HE REY(HEAY)

Question for Interpretation Technical Reviewer (“Reviewer"):

731 HEFE 2H QA-ASC BFE W st EM0M QA fI20| M= A =0t
oS BEte ZEXS XFBL
Standards-related QAs — ASC Standard and Science Department assigned reviewer
responsible for drafting an interpretation to present to the QA Committee.
7.3.2 CAR & QA - ASC Z23 HZ EAM0|A QA R0 HEL oAl X0t
A4S Yt HEXIS AFELLC
CAR-related QAs — ASC Programme Assurance Department assigned reviewer
responsible for drafting an interpretation to present to the QA Committee.
7.4 ol AE 2220 Ciet 2E(QA &2 - AAl © QA HE=S HEStR
S0I5t= g2 YL
Question for Interpretation Review Committee (“QA Committee”) — Responsible for

reviewing and approving QA responses prior to publication.
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The standards-related QA Committee consists of the Director of Standards and
Science and the Head of Standards.

1 QISEZ MR ABOIO2 FofBHLICE
The Head of Certification Assurance will participate as an observer.

CARZHEH QA Rz 2203 23 MYXIe 215 S MYXAt2 g E Lt

The CAR-related QA Committee consists of the Director of Programme Assurance
and the Head of Certification Assurance.

d EE MYUXIL Ao 2 HojEict

The Head of Standards will participate as an observer.

8. A X (Procedure)

8.1.1

Document Name:

Document Owner:

Classification:

QA= S17|2t 20| MHEE 5= JUELICE (QAs can be submitted by:)

e ASCO VR84 BAB(BUB)ZS Sof ASI0 A%
. ZUBL s AZ7|BO| U

e Vr@asc-aqua.org & &N OS2t A XA 417

o QUBM ERXt= QE7|20f| AESH0] T2l QA S A gLt

e ASlvia ASC's Variance Request and Interpretation Platform (“the Platform”).
e CABs via the Platform.

e Stakeholders via vr@asc-aqua.org.

e Certificate holders via contacting their CAB to submit a QA on their behalf or via
Vvr@asc-agua.org.
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812 ASCE HZEO|LF QAN [fst M3i0| Wast A0 =
AELICH BE CABS ASC ZHE| 8 QA0 TSt 222

Aquaculture Stewardship Council

QAE AMHT =+
(=]

ASC can also issue QAs when clarifications on its standards or requirements are
necessary. All CABs will be notified by ASC of such QAs.

8.2 MM - 1M QAL (Question for Interpretation - Formulation Requirements)

8.21 = Q¥2 CHgS WatoF g LICE (Al requests shall)

8.2.1.1

8.2.1.2

8.2.1.3

Be related to Indicator(s) from a single Criterion of a Principle, if the QA is related
to an ASC standard, or a single clause if the QA is related to the CAR.

ASC 7} Q15 EtR{("UoChel & OF = & Y3 WHE 2™ E

2oIAHL CAB 7t M7|gt RHgls SZoH7| flgt AIE=A s2ls

—

R °FSHA| REOFOF BELILY.

Not request that ASC decide compliance of a Unit of Certification (*UoC"), or how
to demonstrate compliance, nor request approval of a corrective action to close a
non-conformity raised by a CAB.

8.2.1.4 ASCO| EZO[LI CAR LI&S HEoI=5 QFOHA| 1 A2 2 FefL(tt.

Document Name:

Document Owner:

Classification:

HE L= CARUEL 20| Q5= B2 ASCVR BXE AFESHOL
Not request ASC to adapt standards or CAR content, but only seek interpretation.
In case an adaptation of standards or CAR content is requested, the ASC Variance
Request Procedure shall be used.
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8.215 ZMF0 AAE CHE QA S Soll O[T ASC 0|A X2|et H0| §lo{of

Not be previously addressed by ASC via another published QA on the Platform.

8.3 QA = (QA Receipt)

U2 2 ASC= 32 O|Lfof Cha5 AL,

i

831 QA
Upon receipt of a QA, ASC within three (3) days will:
8.3.11 QA0 M= atd
Assign a number to the QA.
8.3.1.2 IGX0A = 2ol E-LCE
Send confirmation of receipt to the Applicant.
8.4 QA ¥ Z4E (QA Administrative Review)
8.41 ASCE=5Y O[O QAZE M 822 9 @7 AEE E0t=X| gL L.

ASC will assess the QA's compliance with the Formulation Requirements in Section
8.2 within five (5) days.

AR ASC = L2 AL O}

rr

8.42 QA7I 74 QFAEE 555t
If the QA meets the Formulation Requirements, ASC will:
8.4.21 Z2F 22 0|0 QA7 AH HEE S SS AEKROA L& LCE

Inform the Applicant that their QA has passed Administrative Review within two
(2) days of the decision.

8.4.22 MM g843HZ TR
Proceed to Section 8.4.3
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If the QA does not meet the Formulation Requirements, ASC will inform the Applicant
within two (2) days of the completion of the Administrative Review with the reason
for the failure.
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HEE QA

rr
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SAE

38 2 E S5O RRUCH

Applicants may revise their submitted QAs after notification of failure to meet
Formulation Requirements.

8.4.3.2 HF IE QA
For standards-related QAs:
a) AEX=AHE SX =104 Oo|Liof| M HE QA S =~ SHOF grLCt,

The Applicant shall revise their submitted QA within ten (10) days after
notification of failure.

MHRTE AHE QA B +HA @48 B2 oY QA £ O oy
x2l5|%| Qo0 SRR 2R,

If the Applicant does not revise their submitted QA, the QA will not be
processed further, and it will be categorised as “Closed”.

ii. ASC= 2 ¢ O|Ljoll AIEXLOA LEILIC.
ASC will inform the Applicant within two (2) days.

b) HHE QA7 7 @FA S EFSt= B ASC= MM 8442

If the revised QA meets the Formulation Requirements, ASC will proceed to
Section 8.4.4.
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8.4.4 ASCtE 2= Y 4E AV 2=l = 5 O|U0] S=0 QAS "S/H'=
AAIHLLY,

ASC will publish the QA on the Platform as “Open” within five (5) days of the
completion of all Administrative Review steps.

85 HEHUTQA-7|IEHESRQAREZ
Standards-related QA - Technical Review and QA Committee
8.51 QAZE Z|Algt 2 ASC=2 Y O|L{0 ZEXIE XL T,
After publishing the QA, ASC will assign a Reviewer within two (2) days.

8.52 ZHEXA= Y =152 OJL0] sl 2=0t5 ASCOf| MIS = LILT.

The Reviewer will provide ASC with a draft Interpretation within fifteen (15) days of its
assignment.

8.53 ASC= 2 O|Lfof sfA] Z=0hs QA ?I & 20 2| LICE
ASC will send the draft Interpretation to the QA Committee within two (2) days.
8.5.4 offHA X0t= THa = 5% O[LH0| QA ?IAH=|0M HEE LT

Within five (5) days of receipt, the draft Interpretation will be reviewed by the QA
Committee.

8.5.4.1 QA ?|H=|7t olf4] =2H0f Ligh =85 2+0t= % ASC= 2 & O[Liof|

=8 2HE dEAOA E-LCH

If a revision to the draft Interpretation is required by the QA Committee, ASC will
send the rationale for revision to the Reviewer within two (2) days.
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8.5.42 HAEXI=10

o]}
[} =
+dE oY s QA 20 2L

The Reviewer will revise the draft Interpretation within ten (10) days. ASC will
send the revised draft Interpretation to the QA Committee within two (2) days.

8.5.4.3 QA R ¥ 2|= 854 A0 et AERLCE
The QA Committee will review as per step 8.5.4.
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8.5.4.4 2= QA 9|23 ttA =853 EHA 0|= 15 Y O|LHOf| &tZ =L,

All QA Committee steps will be completed within fifteen (15) days following step
8.5.3.

855 =T si=2 QA ?I™Ze 52 = 2 OJLHO AIAE <Io ASCOll M= & LT

The final Interpretation will be submitted to ASC for publication within two (2) days
following the QA Committee’s approval.

86 CARITQA-7[&ZE I QAR
CAR-related QA- Technical Review and QA Committee
8.6.1 7|= AEX=HITE =15 Y O|L{O| QA ®I & =|0f siAl ZR0t= M-S gLt

The Technical Reviewer will provide a draft Interpretation to the QA Committee
within fifteen (15) days of its assignment.

8.6.2 ASC= 2% O|LiOf SiA] =012 QA Y& 3|0 2Lt
ASC will send the draft Interpretation to the QA Committee within two (2) days.
8.63 T4 =59 0|Lfof SHAIA ZOH2 QA B0 A HE L CH,

Within five (5) days of receipt, the draft Interpretation will be reviewed by the
QA Committee.

8.6.3.1 QA ?|&=[7f sl =Qt0f tiet =8 & 2+5t= &7 ASCE 2€ O[L0

=8 2HE dEAOA E-LCH

If a revision to the draft Interpretation is required by the QA Committee, ASC will
send the rationale for revision to the Reviewer within two (2) days.

8.6.3.2 ZEAt= 10 & O|LHOf 3 =0tS +=FRLICH ASC= 2 & O|LHOf = &

off 4 Z=0h= QA ?I™=|of E-L|C

The Reviewer will revise the draft Interpretation within ten (10) days. ASC will
send the revised draft Interpretation to the QA Committee within two (2) days.

0

8.6.33 YHO|EE dlf4 =02 Y4 = 5 & O|L0| QA ?IR=|2 sels <4l

HEE L
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Aquaculture Stewardship Council

Within five (5) days of receipt, the updated draft Interpretation will be reviewed
for approval by the QA Committee.

8.6.3.4 QA ®I® 2= 86.3 CHAO 2t AESLICE
The QA Committee will review as per step 8.6.3.

8.6.3.5 2= QA 3| ttA = 8.6.2 THAOf f2} 15 Y O|LHjOf| &R E|L|C}

All QA Committee steps will be completed within fifteen (15) days following step
8.6.2.

8.6.4 =T o2 QA ?I™Ze 502 = 2 O|LHO AIAE <I5H ASCOll M= & LT,

The final Interpretation will be submitted to ASC for publication within two (2) days
following the QA Committee’s approval.

8.7 QA Al (QA Publication)
8.71 QIE AT M U2 = 2 Y O|Lf0f ASC= CHEE gL o
Within two (2) days following receipt of a confirmed final Interpretation, ASC will:
8.7.11 =0 =T sl = AAlgL L
Publish the final Interpretation on the Platform.
8.712 ZWFU QAS "SE"'Z =FYUCL
Categorise the QA as “Closed” on the Platform.
8.7.1.3 IGO0 QA B= =M E EHLCH
Send confirmation of the closing the QA to the Applicant.
8.8 MAEXIO| It =2l @ (Applicant Requested Further Clarification)
8.8.1 LFXt= A E S0 oot =7t 23S QFEY = UASLICL
The Applicant may request further clarification on a published interpretation.

8.8.2 ASC= ASC HZE U CAR &3 QA BEXfo| MM 85-870] 2t =7+ A H
™= Moo
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Aquaculture Stewardship Council

ASC will process the requests for further clarification as per Section 8.5 — 8.7 of the
ASC's Standards and CAR-related QA Procedure.

9. 71’8 0|3 (Amendment History)

Date: Version: | Summary of Amendment:

25 OCT 2021 1.0 New document
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10. = 1(Annex 1) - ASC & 3 CAR #& QA A=
(ASC Standards and CAR QA Procedure Flowchart)

ASC Standards and CAR QA Procedure

]

QA Submitted
(3)

(# of Working Days)*

Status: Submitted to

Status: Administrative
Review

>
(%]
O

Pass Administrative Review Administrative Review ~ ______ _Fail Administrative Review
2) 5) : 2 . s
Status: Failed
administrative Review

l Smndnﬁgs only: Status: Closed and
Standards only: ¥ Declined

igcqndRFaile
QA Published on Platform - Technical Review min Review A Closed and Declined
(5) L (2; Standards only) 9 @)

o =

AN

Interpretation drafted by
Techni

Status: Technical
Review (QA)

Status: QA Committee

G GEEE
8 y

cal Reviewers
. 0)

(2)

Process
QA Committee
®) No
« Refers to working days

apﬁlicable
to the country of the ASC Head
Office (The Netherlands)

0l

Interpretation Approved
)
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