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ASC label on shrimp package

The ever-increasing demand for seafood from a rising global 
population, combined with the fragility of our wild fish 
stocks, calls for a careful re-evaluation of where we source 
our seafood. Aquaculture offers a sustainable solution to 
feed the world, but it also faces multiple challenges due to 
its rapid growth. Therefore, responsible seafood farming 
takes a central role in making sure both ecological and social 
requirements are met.  There is a need to find a delicate 
balance between meeting human needs and safeguarding the 
environment.
This article explores the positive impacts of responsible 
seafood farming, the innovative Species Scope Extension 
Project of the Aquaculture Stewardship Council (ASC), and 
the recent launch of the ASC Pike-perch Module. 

The Importance of Responsible Seafood 
Farming
Many people around the world enjoy eating seafood. Not 
only is it delicious, seafood is also considered a healthy source 
of protein, catering to the needs of the ever-expanding global 
population.

However, the current state of wild fish stocks tells a 
concerning tale – 33% have reached their biological limit, 
signaling that relying solely on wild catch is unsustainable 
for feeding the world. As a result, more than half of the 
fish consumed globally now comes from seafood farming, a 
trend expected to rise. Yet, this rapid growth in aquaculture 
has brought challenges such as poorly managed fish farms, 
water pollution, environmental damage, and poor working 
conditions. The stakes are high, as seafood not only sustains 
billions of people but also provides livelihoods, particularly in 
developing countries.
In this context, the importance of responsible seafood 
farming cannot be overstated. It is crucial to ensure that the 
industry operates with consciousness toward both people and 
the planet. To meet this need, ASC was established in 2010 
as an impact-driven, non-governmental organisation (NGO). 
ASC encourages the adoption of more environmentally and 
socially responsible practices across the industry through the 
establishment of stringent standards for both aquaculture 
farms and feed suppliers, maintaining high assurance 
throughout the supply chain.
The certification process involves independent assessments 
of ASC certified farms against species-specific standards, 
developed in accordance with International Social and 
Environmental Accreditation and Labelling Alliance’s 
(ISEAL) Codes of Good Practice. This rigorous approach 
has positioned ASC as the world’s leading farmed seafood 
certification programme. Only after passing the audit can 
a farm’s seafood obtain the ASC label, signaling a trusted 
choice made with care for people and the planet. 
ASC’s mission goes beyond setting standards – it involves 
collaboration with the environmental and scientific 
community, NGOs, academics, farmers, retailers, and 
experts. This collective effort continuously develops and 
adapts standards to meet evolving market needs and 
demands.
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expand responsible options, species 
diversification is emerging as a priority 
for the ASC.
In line with this, ASC introduced 
the Species Scope Extension 
Project in 2022 to regularly update 
the ASC portfolio and promote 
species diversification within the 
ASC programme. In the Scope 
Extension Project, species are added 
based on consumer demand, market 
development opportunity or producer 
interest. 
ASC maintains a list of species 
requests. All requests submitted will 
go through an initial evaluation. 
Some species may be temporarily 
on hold due to limited scientific 
literature and data availability. After 

collecting sufficient information (i.e. 
information for the white paper and 
metrics setting), ASC will continue 
with the evaluation process.
The species will then be integrated 
into the upcoming ASC Farm 
Standard. When adding new species 
to the ASC Farm Standard, common 
criteria will be maintained as the 
indicators within these principles are 
not species-specific. This includes 
legal requirements and management 
practices, environment, social, and 
fish health and welfare. Depending 
on the production system in use, each 
stakeholder applying for certification 
will have to conform to system-
specific requirements. 

Embracing diversity for a responsible aquaculture growth 

The launch of the ASC Pike-perch Module V.1.0.

Pike-perch: The First Species 
Scope Extension
The pilot species selected in 2022 for 
the Species Scope Extension Project was 
pike-perch (Sander lucioperca). Initially 
requested and approved by ASC’s 
Executive Board, together with a number 
of other species, in 2021 pike-perch was 
selected as a pilot to test the Species Scope 
Extension Project due to its similarity with 
currently existing species standards. In fact, 
the module is an interim product, based on 
existing indicators, that will be eventually 
integrated into the Farm Standard, along 
with all species that are currently included 
in the ASC scope. All the new species 
added to the scope after pike-perch, will be 
directly added to the Farm Standard. 








